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SUSTAINABLE FINANCE & 

NET ZERO JOURNEY

Interaction between high-level concepts, May 2020 Source: ICMA Group

https://www.icmagroup.org/assets/documents/Regulatory/Green-Bonds/Sustainable-Finance-High-Level-Definitions-May-2020-110520v4.pdf


OVERVIEW: SUSTAINABLE FINANCE & NET ZERO JOURNEY

TRENDS 

Source: Credit Suisse ESG Research Feb 2021

ASSET MANAGERS
• Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI) 

signatories: $80 trillion in AUM 

• Net Zero Asset Managers Initiative: 30 members
• Committed to net zero investment portfolios by 2050: 

$9 trillion in AUM 

BANKS
• UN Principles for Responsible Banking 

signatories: 214 banks  >$53 trillion of 

global banking assets
• Commitment to net zero financed 

emissions targets from banks is 
increasing

CENTRAL BANKS
Network for Greening the Financial 

System (NGFS) members: 83 

central banks and financial 
supervisors

ASSET OWENERS

Net Zero Asset Owners Alliance: >$5 
trillion in AUM; targeting 200 members

https://www.rockyniri.org/static-files/8b00f839-6321-40bf-a13d-517b0ce62590


• Sustainable finance is on the rise

• Climate risk is a systemic financial risk

• Net-zero targets are fueling demand 

• Governments stepping up policies and 

creating conditions for sustainable 

finance globally  Taxonomies, ESG 

disclosure requirements 
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Global Sustainable Debt Issuance, Source: Bloomberg

INCREASE IN 
SUSTAINABLE 
INVESTMENTS

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-14/the-sustainable-debt-market-is-all-grown-up
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-14/the-sustainable-debt-market-is-all-grown-up
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ESG disclosure, taxonomies, investor responsibilities and demands, and national sustainable 

finance strategies are all essential elements for creating a sustainable financial system 

High-quality ESG disclosures -

increasingly demanded from investors

ESG disclosures - shift towards 

regulatory focus

Growth in types of ESG policies, disclosures and taxonomies – 2020, Source: UN PRI

Proliferation of taxonomies to facilitate 

common understanding of what 

‘sustainable’ ‘green’ or ‘transition’ means.  

Canada: Led by the CSA Group, the 

Transition Taxonomy to be released in 2021.

https://www.unpri.org/pri-blog/regulation-database-update-the-unstoppable-rise-of-ri-policy/7352.article
https://www.csagroup.org/news/defining-transition-finance-in-canada/

